On tlie 25th of January last, I was in attendance on Mrs , a healthy, but somewhat sensitive, woman, in labour with her fourth child. The case proceeded naturally and quickly, and the head was on the perineum, when a loud crash was heard in the house, caused by the falling of a ponderous lamp on the floor of the lobby. The suddenness and intensity of the sound, and also its unexpectedness, alarmed her exceedingly, and before she could be calmed down a violent convulsion followed, which lasted several minutes. The expulsive pains continued, and the child was speedily born. The placenta was also soon removed. Notwithstanding this, the fits continued with very short intervals, and with considerable severity. I administered gr. lx of the hydrate of chloral. The convulsions continued, though with less force and frequency, ?for about fifty minutes, when the patient fell into a heavy sleep. At first the breathing was sonorous, but gradually it became free, and the repose tranquil. The somnolent state lasted eight hours. There was no renewal of the fits. On awaking, the patient seemed rather confused, responding slowly to any question put; and it was with the utmost difficulty she could recollect the circumstance of the crash. She was free of headache or sickness. I
be calmed down a violent convulsion followed, which lasted several minutes. The expulsive pains continued, and the child was speedily born. The placenta was also soon removed. Notwithstanding this, the fits continued with very short intervals, and with considerable severity. I administered gr. lx of the hydrate of chloral. The convulsions continued, though with less force and frequency, ?for about fifty minutes, when the patient fell into a heavy sleep. At first the breathing was sonorous, but gradually it became free, and the repose tranquil. The He remembered a case of puerperal mania which passed off in three days, and in that patient chloroform was administered, and morphia given by the stomach-pump. Dr Mossop said he had used chloral in some cases in the Children's Hospital. One child was brought in with a severe scald, and screamed incessantly. Three grains of the drug were given, and in five minutes the child fell asleep, and slept all night. The next dose had not such a good effect, and the third did no good at all. In a case of meningitis, chloral was given in ten-grain doses with some benefit at first, but it lost its effect. It was given dissolved in glycerine.
